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Phone: (231) 972-8856

Traverse City, Michigan, October 30, 2008.  Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation and
other leading non profit organizations will launch a public education campaign, FLOW: For
Love of the Great Lakes, in Traverse City on November 16, 2008.  The program will launch a
drive to protect the waters of the Great Lakes from private export and sale.

The event begins with the Northern Michigan premier of Irena Salina’s New York Times
critically-acclaimed film, Flow: For Love of Water, at Traverse City’s State Theatre at 3:00 p.m.
The film is a documentary about citizen efforts around the world, including Michigan, to stop the
privatization or control of water by large corporations. This moving film first gained recognition
at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival. 

Immediately after the film, a panel discussion and reception will be held at the city’s historic
Opera House. Join former Governor Bill Milliken, film maker Irena Salina, environmental
attorney Jim Olson, author Dave Dempsey (Great Lakes for Sale), and Terry Swier, President of
Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation (MCWC). MCWC is the organization that won a
major court victory that limited the amount of water the food giant Nestlé could divert from a
Michigan watershed. The panel will discuss strategies for citizens to correct a loop-hole in the
Great Lakes Compact, recently passed by Congress and the Michigan Legislature, authorizing
the export of water for private sale out of the Great Lakes.

“The sale of water out of the Great Lakes for private gain and profit violates the public trust of
citizens and the private rights of landowners to use the water for their needs in the Basin,” said
Terry Swier, President of Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation.

“There is a giant loop-hole in the Great Lakes Compact diversion ban that just passed Congress,”
Jim Olson, water law attorney said. “The ban doesn’t apply to water produced and put in a
container.  That means water placed in a container will be fair game for the engines of large
corporations and their teams of lawyers under NAFTA and international trade law.  Citizens,
landowners, and businesses in Michigan need to know what’s happened so we can protect our
water from future claims by outside interests.”

“The state must be required to consider the public interest before taking water for sale,” former
Governor Bill Milliken said in a joint press release last Spring with former Governor Jim
Blanchard in response to the Compact. “Without protecting the public trust in our waters,
Michigan’s sovereign power to safeguard our vital interests against outside forces will be
diminished.”

Great Lakes author David Dempsey warned, “If  we don’t act  now, it will be impossible to close
the door on massive water exports from the Great Lakes in the future.”

Michigan Congressman Bart Stupak questions the Great Lakes Compact until the export and
bottled water loop-hole are carefully studied and corrected. He has been joined by others,
including Congresswoman Betty McCollum (MN) and Congressman Dennis Kucinich (OH).

The film and reception are open to the public. Participants will enjoy music by cellist Crispin
Campbell and keyboardist Jimmy Olson and readings by poet Michael Delp. Food will be
provided by local restaurants and caterers. 



Tickets for the event (which includes a ticket for the film) can be ordered with a donation of $15
per adult ($25 per couple) from the Traverse City Opera House. www.cityoperahouse.org or
(231) 941-8082.  Remaining tickets to the film FLOW will go on sale after November 7  at theth

State Theatre.

Those organizations, businesses, and individuals who would like to join the growing list of
sponsors for the event may call Terry Swier, President, Michigan Citizens for Water
Conservation at (231) 972-9956.
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